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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


Noraine is clearer from the Word of God, 
} 


than that there be no salvation for man out 
of the “ Holy Catholic Church.” By the Church 
of all real Christ- 
ians; all branches of the true vine; all who are 


can 
here we mean the aggregate 
united to Christ by a living faith, and who are 
joint heirs with him to the heavenly inheritance. 
It isthe Church Invisible; and includes all true 
Christians, of whatever denomination, age, or 
country ; and it includes no others. Vital union 
with Christ is absolutely necessary in order to 
membership. Profession, here, avails nothing ; 


, 
union with Christ, everything. All the members 
of this Church have been born of the same Spirit, 


are a 


spiritual 


l united to tha same Head, and have one 
Hence 
is said in the Apostles’ Creed, “7 believe 
e Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of 


Saints,”’—belief is not expressed in two distinct ar- 


communion and fellowship. 
when it 


in tl 


for evidently the latter is simply an expla- 

nation of the former. 
The Holy Catholic Church, 7s the Communion 
the habitation of God, by his Spirit. 
this communion and fe 

for man. Withinit, 

thing of he&Xen; there is everlasting life. 
As regards local, visible Churches, it is quite 
different. We authorized in the 


sacred scriptures to affirm that out of them there 


* : é 
llow ship, there can 


no salvation there is some- 


are nowhere 


is no salvation for man. On the contrary, it is 
generally believed by Christians that the Bible 
teaches the necessity of a change of heart asa 
prerequisite for admission into a visible Church. 
By a visible church we mean any society of pro- 
fessed believers in Christ, associated together for 
the worship of God, and the observance of Chris- 


+36 
van 


ordinances. 


If all were re lly Christians, 
then the Holy Catholic Church and the local, vis- 
ible Churches, would be substantially one,—as all 
would be united to Christ and derive their vitality 
from him; but we have to» painful evidence that 
there are many in our local churches, who do not 
belong to “the gene 


1 
ral assembly 


the first-born, which ara written in heaven.” Re- 


in Onrist, a 


\ 


gen ration DY the 


iy 
hew itie, 


Holy Spirit, faith 


is the simple and absolute condition of 


membership in the Church Universal ; and what 


is sufficient to constitute one a »mber of that 


Church, should, in our judgment, be 


m 
deeme d 
sufficient to constitute one amember of a visible 
Church. 

It is very clear that we ought to be ready to 


y believe 


sire to profess 


welcome to our communion all who tru 


l w 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, and d 


their faith before men. cannot 
hearts of men; we cannot say that this person 
is certainly a Christian, and that one is not. Such 
II; can see the 
heart; he knows all the emo:ions, the desires, the 


is the prerogative of Gol only. 

motives, and purposes of the soul. He cannot be 
deceived. We may be, and often are, even when 
we are most on our guard. We must do the best 
we can, and leave the results to the great Head 
of the Church; who wii! honor the sincerity of our 
motive, and pardon the error of our judymeat. 


We must be very careful to receive all whom He| 
y 
' 


has received. They may entertain many errors of 
Opinion, and be very imperfect in their knowledge 
of divine truth, and indu'g- in practices which some 
Christians would regard as wrong; yet, if they 
give evidence of genuine faith in Christ, of spirit- 
ual union with him, and of an earnest desire to 
do his whole will, they ought to be received to 
the table of the Lord, and treated as members of 
his family. Such persons have a right to Christ- 
ian fellowship ; and they should have the privi- 
lege of assoviating themselves publicly with the 
people of God. And we should not make the 
conditions of membership more difficult than our 
We 
should remember that it 1s Wis table, and not 


Lord and his inspired apostles have done. 


ours; and that /Ze, and not we, may prescribe the | 


conditions of admission. The simple conditions 
of our Lord should be iasisted on with all fidelity 
and firmness; but al! additions to them, and all 
subtractions from them, all modifications 
them, should carefully be avoide |, as dishonorable 


to Christ and hurtful to his Courch. 


We often hear men talk as though the condi- | 
tions of membership in a Cbristian Church ought | 
to be raised, as the conditions fur ad mission to col- 
leges and universities become more difficult as the 


course is more thorough and comprehensive. They 
wish to insist not only upon the candidate’s show- 


ing repentance of hissin-,and faith in our Lord Jesus 


Carist, but also oa bis belonging to some Temper- 
ance, Moral Reform, or Auti-Slavery society. All 
this seems entirely unwarranted by the Word of 
Gol, and only calculated to introduce discord and 
schism into churches. It is making that a test 
of membership, which neither the Master nor his 
apostles ever enjoined ; aad we should best consult 
the peace, and purity and spirituality of the 


Church, by following closely in their footsteps. Let | 


all, then, who give credible evidence of repent- 
tance of their sins and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, be admitted into fellowship and com- 
munion with his people ; aud let taem ever after 
grow in graca and in divine knowledye and holi- 
ness, 

Believers in Christ are under obligation to unite 
themselves with a Church of Christ. It is a solemn 
and imperious duty. It is not left to their option. 
The Church is nota union for specific aud outward 
reforms, which a man may juin or not, as 
he pleases. It is a univ of professed believers in 
Corist, associated together for the worship of God 
and the observance of Christian ordinances, “It 
is for purposes of Christian worship, communion, 


and church of | 


know the! 


of | 


tion for specific social and moral reforms. 
better that a Church should not legislate upon any 
specific moral evil, in the abstract ; but, by the 
healtby tone of its piety, its doctrine, and its discip- 
line, should attempt to correct or remove what- 
ever moral evil may coma before it in the con- 
crete.” We cannot too carefully follow the model 
of Christ and his apostles, nor trust too confide nt- 
ly in the wisdom and sufficiency of their instruc- 
tions. It is human wisdom and ignorance, sub- 
stituted for Divine wisdom and knowledge, which 
have all along so disturbed and weakened the 
Church. Her strength is in Christ,—in his wisdom, 
in his knowledge, in his righteousness ; and we 
canuot too carefully remember, that it is through 
Him who loved 8s that weare “more than con- 
querors.”’ 


27@e od 


PRINCETON THEOLOGY. 


Among the lesser publications of the “ Presby- 
terian Board of Publication,” is a sermon preached 
by EK. C. Wines, D.D., “ before the Synod of New- 
York, Oct. 16, 1854, and published by request 
of the Synod.” The sermon is entitled * Adam 
and Christ, or the doctrine of representation sta- 
ted and explained.” Published under such pa- 
tronage, it may be safely taken as a setting forth 
of Princeton orthodoxy in its most revised and 
We do not refer to it here for 
the purpose of reviewing it, but only for the pur- 


corrected shape. 


pose of showing our readers, in one or two points, 
how the Princeton theology, in spite of all efforts 
to the contrary, is slowly dragging its anchors, 
and drifting from its old moorings towards a con- 
formity with common sense and with the Bible. 
One object of the sermon is to set forth the rep- 
resentative relation of Adam as head of the hu- 
man race, and of Christ as head of the church or 
the elect people of God. For the most part, the 
author uses the phrases and arguments which are 
familiar to all who have 


any 


knowledge of 
system. But we find, here and there, a ¢ 
of something that seems like 
progress in theology. 

For example, we find near the close 
mon, statements in regard to the doctrine of the 
atonement which seer be taken, bodily, from 
the system of the most approved New-England 
divines. The statement udopted, that “the 
death of Christ is a most perfect sacrifice and sat- 
isfaction for sins; of infinite value and price; 
abundantly sufficient to expiate the sins of the 
whole world.” Jt is affirmed distinctly, that “the 
cross is accessible to all, and available for the re- 
covery of all who will repair to it.” the 


the 


In 


most straightforward, evangelical style, 
preacher says, “ There is not a sinner of mankind, 
to whom the offer of eternal life is not unfeignedly 
made on the ground of Christ’s atoning media- 
tion. If any perish, it is not for want of an ade- 
quate remedy, but through their own voluntary 
rejection of the remedy. There is no bar to sal- 
vation but the want of a will to accept it on the 


terms proposed in the Gospel.” 





So, on the distinction between natural and 
moral inability, the author is equally explicit in 


He 


shows the inexecusableness of the sinner by show 


| the assertion of New-England doctrine. 


i 
a will to accept it,” the only inabilit 
ity of will.” 


y, an “ inabil- 
“If he were willing to believe, he 


would be able to believe, and he is unable, because 


| he is unwilling.” The preacher says, in applying 
| his doctrine (above quoted) of an atonement un- 
| limited in its nature, “ Through this mighty re 
| Storer, ef 2s in the power of every one of you, my 
| beloved hearers, to rise from the death and 
| shame and misery of sin,” 

Nor is the present statement of Princeton or- 
| thodoxy less explicit in asserting the New-Eng- 
On this point the Old 
School doctrine is, that God having elected a cer- 


| land doctrine of election. 


| tain portion of mankind to be saved, has made an 
| exclusive provision for their salvation. The New- 
Eagland doctrine is, that God, having made a full 


and free provision for the salvation of men as 


and discipline, and not organically as an institu- | theory the New-England views incorporated with 
It is } the tract before us are perfe tly consistent. 





| ing that the only bar to salvation is “ the want of | 


jotherwise they would not. 


| may express, and may urge upon others, whatever 





| LAW OF CHRIST ONLY, is the 
| Congregational polity. 


| sinners, and foreknowing that all men if left to | 


| their own spontaniety will reject the offered sal- 
vation, has predetermined to bring some, elected 
| by his 
| Christ. 

in the 


! 


| grace “ 


sovereign grace, to 


repentance and to 


system of doctrines, dves the election of 


come in 2” 


| sought to lead others to recognize and apply it. We 


| have expressed simply our own matured and con- | 


Does that distinguishing pur- |. i 
: .. |in harmony with, were decidedly opposed to, the! 
| pose contemplate men simply as lost, or does it | 7 


regard them as sinners for whom pardon is provi- | 


The tract 
“ Notwithstanding the 


| ded, and to whom it is freely offered ? 


before us answers thus: 


| 


sufiiciency of the Gospel provision, and the sincer- | 


‘ a ‘ , | need of apology, and no occasion for reproof, on 
ity of the Gospel cail, the natural state of men’s | pologys I 


| hearts—their inability of will—presents an ob- | 


| stacle in the way of their salvation, which nothing 
; can overcome but the power of the Dvine Spirit. 
| Here the election of grace comesin.” “On the 
limited offer of saving mercy to the whole human 
| family. 
| sin. 


sut all spurn the offer. 
of God prevent it. 
will of many sinners, and constrain them to accept 


as the reward of his sufferings, a ‘ willing peo- 
ple” ” 

But all this, unfortunately, is only so many 
pieces of “new cloth put into an old garment.” 
There is danger that “ what is put in to fill up 
will take from the garment, and the rent be 
made worse.” Our author’s theory of the atone- 
ment is the old theory of a literal substitution 
aod imputation—or, in technical language, the 
theory which makes Christ the federal head of the 
elect. The New-England theory of the atone- 
ment makes the sufferings of Christ vicarious or 
substituted sufferings, in that they serve and ac- 
complish the ends of * general justice,” and so are 
substituted for the penal sufferings of all who ac- 
cept the offered salvation ; but it does not repre- 
sent Christ as the literal substitute of those who 
are redeemed by his death, and therefore as suf- 


Christ's sufferings are not, in any scientific accura- 
cy of speech, the penalty of the law, inflicted 
upon the innocent instead of the guilty, but they 
are substituted for the execution of the penalty, 
and in them Gud’s abhorrence of sin, and his re- 


dicated, whilg he offers a free and full salvation 
to all who will accept it in penitent faith. We 
need not recite the passages of Scripture on which 
this theory is founded. ‘The text (Rom. 3; 26, 
26) “Whom God hath set forth” etc., occurs to 
every reader. It is enoush to say that with this 





jian effort, from that day to this. 


All continue in | 
All will perish in unbelief unless the grace | 
Foreseeing this, God deter- | 


| ve a itional s sribe a 
mined to put forth a gracious influence upon the prietors by the addition al subs ere who lock | 


‘some of our friends, and perhaps of our sub- | 





| vantage of apparent unanimity. 


lin our columns to-day; and we have written 


gard fur the law which has been broken, are vin- | “ 
‘correspondence containing it to our readers. 


ireaders are not dullards. 


ca ‘ : ie 0), aa ge i fe oo great, tuo fruitful and in- 
fering in the execution of “ distributive justice.” | Thought is a good too great, to 


| the Congregational papers in Boston, baving been 
‘communicated to that journal by the gentlemen 


pondeuce was jn their hands at the time, and as 


: ’ . | scientious views, on whatsoever subjects have been! 
In other words, the question is, Where, | a 


. ’ | Fugitive-Slave Act five years ago cost us scores 
ground of the atonement, God has made an un- |? ‘ ; = 


of subscribers, in this city and its vicinity. 


| hee , F acquaintance ie i ‘ 
the offer of salvation, so making sure to his Son, |been on terms of acquaintance, friendship, and 
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it would seem to be one of the axioms of honor- 
able conduct to publish the whole of it, if either 
part, and not merely their own share in it with- 


But 
“The Lord 
says our author, “ is the representative of 
his people, and the method by which he redeems 
them is that of substitution—the substitution of 
his obedience for their obedience, the substitution 
of his death for their death, the substitution of 
himself for them, ‘ the just for the unjust” We 
find in all this tract, and in all Princeton theol- 
ogy so far as we have studied it—no atonement 


such is not the theory here given. 


Jesus,” 


out reference to the reply, we must presume either 
that these gentlemen were under pledges to dis- 
tant allies which they did not feel at liberty to 
cancel or disregard, or else that they relied on our 
magnanimity to excuse, to ourselves and to our 
readers, what by mere politicians would have been 
held an extraordinary breach of fair-dealing and 
courtesy. We certainly know of no reason why 
but by purchase or redemption, no redemption we should not print their letter as well as ours ; 
other than a literal payment of a debt by the en-| nor will even the twenty names affixed to theirs 
dorser, no idea or theory of atonement which is] deter us from publishing it, though these names 
at all consistent with an indiscriminate and uni- 
We have the 
Princeton theory in such words as these. 


are the representatives of much personal worth, 
versal offer of salvation. entire | and of much social influence: 
Christ 
as a surety “ took the law place of a chosen peo- 
ple, paid their debts, satisfied the « laims of justice, 
Ie is 


then the surety of the saved only”—th it is of the 


No one of these gentlemen is a member of any 
church with which either of the Editors of this 


journal is associated as i stor. But seventeen of 


and redeemed them from death and hell. them are members of an important church in this 


city, and the other three are connected with 


elect only—* IIe can be the surety of none else.” 


societies in rooklyn. All of them, so far as we 


Where then is the sense, where the ingenuousness 
or sincerity of pretending that there is any posst- 
bility of salvation for any other than the elect ?| the Executive Committee 
Can any man be saved for whom there is no Society, the only Congregationalists in this vicin- 
Is there an atonement for any but} ity 


know, are of quite unimpeachable character and 
standing. ‘Two of the number are members of 


of the American Tract 


atonement ? who are so: 


¢ 


1 both gentlemen of 
and ability, oi 


enterprise 


that chosen people whose law place Christ took, much earnestness in whatever 
whose debts he paid, aud for whom he satisfied 
the claims of justice? then could the 


preacher whose sermon is before us, dare to say, 


they undertake, and of deserved influence. Our 


How friends, the Secretaries of that Society, can find no 
more efficient allies in any effort which they may 
at any time be moved to make to maintain and 
defend its existing administration. 


“ There is not a sinner of mankind, to whom the 
offer of eternal life is not unfeignedly made on 
Did 
he not feel the pieces of new cloth tearing the 
old garment—did not the entire Synod hear the 
old garment rip, when the preacher said so ear 

nestly, yet so forgetfully, “J/ is in the power of every 
one of you, my beloved hearers, to rise from the 
death and shame, and miser 


Among all 
o 

the ground of Christ’s atoning mediation.” the gentlemen who have allowed their names to 

be aflixed to this letter, Four have been and are 

The rest have, of 
’ 


course, only casually or occasionally read it, and 


subseribers to this journal. 


have derived their chief impressions concerning it 
from papers or persons unfriendly to it,—a fact 
t and 


se breth- 


y of sin, to a life that | for which we are sorry, both on their accoun 


shall know no end, toa f the 


of The Tndependte nt dates 


“ Comprom! 
i 


glory that shall suffer no | and ours. The difference of som: 
; . } ! es 7 om +} 
ipse, to a bliss that shall dread no forfeiture. ren from the 


‘ours 


We had it in our thoughts to animadvert up 


rn 


another topic in the sermon ; but we abstain. In in 1850, and the famous Castle 


7 : 1 4 ] + +} rae =4 od : , 
pointing o the logical in meeting that followed it; ever since which they 


preacher, as w been inclined to suspect the editors of this journal 


impute to him any lack of honesty or sincerity in | of being somewhat anti-slavery in their tendencies 


his indiscriminate offer « mn and salvation. | and Others, we believe, have ni 


‘ 
Lone. 


Inconsistency is a blessed thing » first, taken the paper, or interested themselves 
J a4 } 


Blessed is that man who is willing to be incon- 
sistent, and even to contradict the most venerated On the whole, perhaps, it will not strike our 
- 


dogmas of his traditional orthodoxy for the sake| readers, who know this journal, as particularly 


of offering to sinners, in the name of Christ, a] extraordinary, that Twenty gentlemen in the 
free and full salvation united cities of New-York and Brooklyn should 


ee -———- 


CONGREGATIONAL FRANKNESS., 


not quite agree with it; nor that out of more 


than Two Thousand subscribers, in the same cities, 


there should be found Four to express a difference 


WEPPeRRE “co of } ‘ nt are eave , 1a eX- . . : Tr ° ° 
I IFFERENCES Ot judgine nt are ever t ) be ex from it, on seve ral points. The paper 18 Varlous 
pected where intelligent Christian men, inde- utterance. not 


its 


in its departments, frank in 
pendently considering great public questions, very apt to evade anv issue, or to diplomatise and 

~ 
express as inde pe nde nuy th eir Opinions u} on speak softly in its statement or argument of anv 
but ther hand, to 


ut rather apt, on the 
whether men will hear or 





them. And it is one of the virtues of the Von- 


question : 


gregational system—at least it 1s one of the signal! .4. what it thinks. 
illustrations of its genuine vigor, its pervading} whet er they ferbear. It treats a great varie 
life, and the freedom from sectarian zeal of themes, and has a wide and ort wing 
informs it—that such difference are more freely | Gentlemen, therefure, livin 


D 


tion. 
entertained, and more frankly expressed, under it} of tha heter geneous and distracting infla 
New-York, 

! ‘ 
“Danes, 


than under any other system extant. In it, no 


prevail in 


ecclesiastical machinery re presses any body’s Pev-| the South as me: 
fect fre edom of Speer h. of the country mein be rs 


} 
| 
— 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


No organization exists, 
and wide reaching in its them wit 
: ; ti ~ WI 


Operation, to nurture and disseminate a partizau 


parties 
1 


permanent, ¢ yntinuous, want recollections of other eecle 

astical : yciations, the recent change in th 

zeal so general and so urgent that men who dis- | of which they do not fully appt late, ane 
~ ~ 4 


| tached to institutions whose policy we ar 
and constrained to act as | 4; 


. ‘ . ; bi 
| y +7 al P 
Each man in 8) conservative by nature, and many oi 


agree with it, and in their hearts o 


yet carried along by it, 


ry ’ 
iMecy> 4 


them long 
Congregational church is bound to pay respe: 


the judgment of the majority of his brethren in 
that church, on any question appropriately before 
them. 


were in existenc 

lished, and which they very properly have never 
> ‘a. & ay rete Sore oe 
But, aside from this, he may hav¢ and | given up,—may be expe cted uOoW and then to 


i find something in our columns which they do not 
convictions shall most commend themselves to quite agree with. 
his judgment and conscience, on any subject which 


he considers. IspivipvUAL FREEDOM, OF SENTI-| to ynite in the letter before us, after all solicita- 
MENT AND OF ACTION, UNDER OBLIGATION TO THE! tion and under the pressure of many influences 
comer stone of the) has been so small. 


We honor the frankness of our brethren, while | 


* . . | 
In the conduct of this journal, from the begin- | dissenting of course from some of their chief 


We 


| them to be so free, individual, and open voiced in 


ning, we have recognized this principle, and have | 


| positions, love the system which trains | 


| their thoughts. We admire the conscientious | 
sensibility of sixteen of them, which has led them | 
12enss - ae) ave vo ap. | ° 7 op eye 
presented for discussion; and we have been per to desire to purge themselves from responsibility 
rectiv aware that ofte 1¢8 the jews wer t 7 ; ° i 
aware that mes 5 y re not} « 
fectly aware that oftentimes these views were not! ¢,, the supposed errors of a journal which has | 
| neither quoted nor referred to them, nor under- 
views of others, with whom it was in general our | taken to represent them, and which they have 
e h th Lave | 
appiness erate. They have differed fr . ww, . 
happiness to cx operat vey have differed from | neither paid for nor recommended, sustained nor 
us, and we have differed from them, in the exer-| pong We hope that the four others, while dis- | 
° ‘ oe ° er . : ae TT : | 
18e . J sth: 2 7° wit . “ . . . . 
cise of our common Christian liberty; with no senting from some of our views, will not feel con- 
’ strained to withdraw from us their patronage. | 
athe Ss a? © 2 w r reservi ir . > e ° 
“ee Cn ; but rather with ni preservati Fe ©” | We mean so far to profit by their suggestions as 
yoth sides we presume, certainly on ours, of un-) +. make this, more and more, the best Religious | 
disturbed respect and regard toward those of Journal in the country, as it has been one of the 
widely different opinions, Our discussion of the’ ..+ earnest and out spoken. And we humbly | 
and gratefully pray that God may lead both | 


And! 


them and us in the way of truth, and of self-deny- | 
amoug them were gentlemen from whose names ing labor and sacrifice for him; that he may pros- | 
we parted with sincere regret, although their per us, with his blessing, in all those matters in | 
number was ten times over made up to the P'C-' which it is our privilege to see eye to eye, and 
that through their and our exertions he may ex- | 


9 ° » . . | 
and the triumphs of his Son, throughout all lands. | 


in from abroad ; gentlemen with whom we have! tend more swiftly the knowledge of his Salvation, 


hearty cooperation in other departments of Clirist- : ae 
RESPONSIBILITY IN THE MANAGEMENT 
OF SOCIETIES 


Our discussion 
of other more recent questions has brought us, 
since, and many times, into equally direct but! 


: P , : | r 
amicable conflict with the judgment of persons; ,, = ; , 
| Tew years ago Rev. Dr. Skinner, then pastor of 
whom we respected and esteemed, while con-| . , . 
, %. : the Mercer-street Church, published a discourse 
strained to differ from them on the questions then P ; " 
pa habiy i i f ‘ containing some severe strictures on the iman- 
up. nd probably in no discussion, of any grea + a8 
cs 2 | ' y } : v8 agement of benevolent societies. A few sentences 
and agitating theme, that largely moves the pub-) & . oy 
ee 8 sie Bey : Pt of that sermon will serve to exhibit the tone of 
lic mind, shall we fail to express views from which . ,. : 
, feeling on the subject at that time. 
It b “ Societies have become exceedingly numerous; 
must be 80 ond still they are multiplying continually ; some of | 
everywhere, where editors are not puppets and them have become very strong. Several incidental 
evils have arisen. Weak men, society agents, have 
been rendered strong by their connection with so- 
cieties, and having the use of power which doves not 
legitimately belong to them, cannot use it well... 
Moreover, societies require management; and much 
management, in the hands of men, involves more ma- 
neuvering and finesse than are consistent with the 
simplicity of Obrist. . . The societies should be 
under observation and remark, but not renounced on | 
account of their imperfections and their incidental | 
mistakes, Let us not stand for every Society tiat 
comes up; let usdiscrininate ; they come too fast ; | 
but let us not totally abjure or promiseuously or | 
hastily censure them ; else, perchance, we may pro 
nouuce vur own rashness and folly.” 


scribers, will seriously dissent. 


It must be so every-| 
where, in other words, where the free institutions | 
and spirit of tie Gospel are established and 
influential. It is well that it be so, and we would 


not have it otherwise. For ludependence of 





trinsic, to be sacrificed fur any temporary ad- 


A recent expression of dissent from some par- 
ticulars of the course of this journal, is recorded 
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